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frankly recommended military service as a solution to the problems of
unemployment, economic insecurity and unfilled wants, which plagued
millions of young Americans. In the late forties the news pages of the
daily papers were interspersed with strikingly placed 'want ads' like
these:

'MEN 17 TO 30. There are no lay-offs, no seasonal slumps, no pay
cuts in the Navy. The men who want security and a career are
enlisting or re-enlisting in the regular Navy now. For full details,
go to your nearest Navy Recruiting Station.'
'GOOD PAY, housing, clothing and food are advantages in new
Regular Army. Enlistments for eighteen months, two or three years
accepted. Details at 39 Whitehall or nearby substations.'
'CONDUCTED TOURS available to men 17-34, of Switzerland, Norway,
France, other foreign countries. Complete details at Army Recruit-
ing Stations. Apply now.'*

United Press gave this news item from Cincinnati, Ohio, on
October 14, 1949: ' "Sixty men wanted, aged seventeen to twenty-
three, for part-time work at $1.25 and up", read a newspaper advertise-
ment here last night. One hundred and fifty men reported and indignantly
discovered they had been lured to a National Guard Recruiting Station.
The operation netted twelve recruits.'

The developing garrison state also required a new kind of morale
among the civilian population. This was one of the reasons for the
'loyalty tests' and purges of government officials, the 'non-Communist
affidavits' demanded of all labour union functionaries, the spy and
treason trials, the persecution of artists and scientists and publicists
for *Un-American activities', the posters all over the country, inviting
people to keep their eyes and ears open and inform the F.B J. im-
mediately of suspicious conversations, and the lurid press coverage
given to the ideological Cold War at home.

'War scares' were an equally important part of this morale campaign,
and they usually had little to do with what went on at the time in
the outside world.

* Footnote from Korea: *To the G.I. who must bear the brunt of the fighting,
the realization that service in the regular peacetime Army involved the risk of
death on a strange battleground came only when he moved into the combat
area. "The recruiting posters didn't say anything about this", one young in-
fantryman said as he moved toward the front. 'Til fight for my country, but
damned if I see why Fm fighting to save this hell hole".' (New York Times,
August 13, 1950).